Mr. Albert H. Schroed er, Ch airman
Cultura l Properti es Review
Committee
Dear Mr. Schro ed er:
As you may know , the American
Institute of Archit ects is most interested in the preservation of our
country's architec tura l herit age. To
this end, and some one hundred
yea rs ago, the Institute Formed a
Committee on Historic Resources
and charged them with the respon sibility of keepin g informed on
matters of preservat ion at both local and nation al levels. Thi s Committ ee works closely with all governmental agencies such as the National Register of Histori c Places,
the President's Advisory Council on
Historic Preser vation and also with
th e National Trust for Histori c
Preservat ion. In fact, our Committee has as Consultin g Memb ers
representatives of the above agencies and oth ers, along with practicing archit ects familiar with the
problems of historic preservation,
that provide a background of
knowl ed ge and expe rience for the
Committee to draw upon.
At our recent meetin g, the qu estion of the possible demolition of
the Fort Mar cy Officer's Residence
in Santa Fe was brought to the
Committee's attention. Th e Committee was most conce rned with
the possible demolition of a property that has attained th e status
of being listed in th e National Register. Background inform ation on
the propert y was mad e ava ilable
to us wh ich consisted of the writ ten document ed history of the
struc ture, including references to
the relati vely minor cha nges which
hav e occurred to the original fabric, and photographs of both the
original and present structure. Based on this information, and the fact
that the propert y has been reviewed, accepted , and listed on the National Register of Histori c places,
our Committee would like to commend your office in its efforts to
prevent the loss of this Natio nal
Register propert y - and to offer
what assistan ce we can toward its
pr eservation.
Please do contact me at the ad-

dress below if we can be of any
assistance to you in this matt er.
Sincerel y,
Thomas B. Muths, AIA-Chairm an
Committee on Histori c Resour ces
Th e American Instit ut e
of Archit ects
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Mr. George H. Ewing
Dir ector, Museum of New Mexico
Dear Mr. Ewing :
We have received a copy of a
lett er from Mr. Thomas B. Muths,
Chai rman of the AlA Committee
on Historic Resources, to Mr. Albert H. Schro eder, Chairman of the
New Mexico Cultura l Prop erti es
Review Com mission, conce rning
the preservation of the Fort Marcy
Officer's Residence ( also known
as the "Hewett Hou se" ) in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. As you know ,
this prop erty was listed in th e National Register on Jun e 13, 1975.
A copy of the registrat ion form for
this propert y is enclosed, for your
infor mation.
We und erstand that this prop erty may be demolished in ord er to
construct an ad di tion to the Museum of New Mexico. We would
like to bri ng to your attention the
fact that listin g on the Nation al
Register is Fed eral recognition that
a propert y possesses histori c values
and is worthy of preservation. As
the enclosed nomination form indicates, this propert y has played a
prominent role in U. S. milit ary history in the Southwest as well as in
the developm ent of the Museum of
New Mexico and the School of
American Research . Since it is such
an importan t tangible reminde r of
the history of New Mexico, we
urge that plans for the future developm ent of the museum include
the pr eservation of this property
as an intergral part of the overall
museum design .
Natio nal Register properti es are
provided a limited degree of protection unde r Section 106 of the
[ationa l Historic Preservation Act
of 1966. Unde r this legislatio n, the
Advisory Council on H istor ic Preservation must be given an opportunity to review and comment on
any und ertaking licensed , funded
NMA November-December 1975

or executed by a Fed eral agency
that may affect the property. If
F ederal funding is to be used in
the expansion of the Museum of
New Mexico, you should consult
the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation , 1522 K Street , N.W .,
Suit e 430, Washin gton , D.C. 20005,
conce rning their review proc edures.
If you ha ve any qu estions concern ing this propert y, please do not
hesitat e to consult the National
Register at 202-523-5483.
Sincerely yours,
Cha rles Harrington
for
William J. Murt agh
Keeper of the National Register
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Dear Mr. Conro n:
I would like to plead with those
who are against the demolition
of the Hewett I-louse. As the
grandda ughter of the found er of
Brit ain's Nation al Trust, and sometime honorary memb er of the Nation al Trust in this country ( in
recognition of work in the renovation of dilapidated buildings
around the Capitol in Washington,
D. C. ), I feel a special sense of
respon sibility toward s the past.
Mr. Nat Owings' history show s
his penchant for destruction. I am
quite und erimpressed that he
should be taken seriously in an ad visory capacity on this project.
James H. Purdy's article, sketches
and photographs in the Jul y-August New Mexico Architecture
abundan tly prove the inaccuracy
of Mr. Owings' reported statement s.
It is thanks to those with a
grea ter sense of history and a
greater appreciation of fine buildings of another era that despite
Mr. Owings ' loud shouts , we still
ha ve th e lovely old Willard Hotel
and the old Post Office Building
in our nation 's ca pital.
We have few enough histori c
bu ildings. Please let us not be advised to deliberat ely and unn ecessarily destro y anothe r.
Very sincerely,
Una Hanbury
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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